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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE 
 
COVID-19 
As we enter another month of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am encouraged by positive 
developments on the public health front in Toronto and Canada—and also by the tremendous 
resilience of every member of our city-wide Division.  In spite of unprecedented disruptions to 
our manner of work and very way of life, Toronto Neurosurgery has not only remained strongly 
committed to clinical care but has also continued to lead in academic neurosurgery and research.  
As highlighted below, our Faculty and fellows have published timely COVID-related papers.  
Our Faculty continue to obtain major grant funding, and our residents continue to earn highly 
competitive and prestigious training awards.  We will get through these challenging times 
together, and out of the necessities imposed by this situation, come up with new and better ideas 
that will have lasting impact on how we conduct our activities all the way from patient 
encounters to teaching and research.  I thank each member of our Division for their ongoing 
sacrifices and commitment in these times, and wish each of you and your families continued 
health and well-being. 
 
- Andres Lozano, Dan Family Chairman of Neurosurgery, University of Toronto 
 
 
 
 



COVID-related publications from UofT Neurosurgery 
 
Dr. James Rutka (RS McLaughlin Professor and Chair, Department of Surgery, University of 
Toronto) co-authored a publication on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on neurosurgical 
practice.  This paper is one of our PDF’s of the Month. 
 
Kondziolka D, Couldwell WT, Rutka JT. Introduction. On pandemics: the impact of COVID-19 
on the practice of neurosurgery. J Neurosurg. 2020 Apr 10:1-2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Mojgan Hodaie (left) and functional neurosurgery clinical fellows Christian Iorio-Morin 
(centre) and Can Sarica (right) at Toronto Western Hospital co-authored a publication on the risk 
of COVID-19 infection during neurosurgical procedures and mitigation measures.  This piece is 
also one of our PDF’s of the Month. 
 
Iorio-Morin C, Hodaie M, Sarica C, Dea N, Westwick HJ, Christie SD, McDonald  PJ, Labidi M, 
Farmer JP, Brisebois S, D'Aragon F, Carignan A, Fortin D. Letter: The Risk of COVID-19 
Infection During Neurosurgical Procedures: A Review of Severe Acute Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) Modes of Transmission and Proposed Neurosurgery-
Specific Measures for Mitigation. Neurosurgery. 2020 Apr 26. 
 

   
 

 

 



New Faculty Appointment, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre 
 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Ashish Kumar has been appointed 
as an Assistant Professor and Surgeon-Teacher in the Division of 
Neurosurgery, University of Toronto and Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre.  Dr. Kumar completed neurosurgical residency at the Bombay 
Hospital Institute of Medical Sciences in Mumbai, India.  He was then 
appointed as an Assistant Professor in Neurosurgery at the Nizam's 
Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS), Hyderabad.  Dr. Kumar's field of 
expertise is in cerebrovascular and endovascular surgery, with open 
cerebrovascular training at Fujita Health University, Nagoya, Japan, and 
fellowships at University of Toronto in neurosurgery and endovascular 
Neurosurgery at Sunnybrook and St. Michael's Hospital respectively. He 

will develop a clinical practice centered in open and endovascular care of patients with 
cerebrovascular diseases.  Please join me in welcoming Dr. Kumar back to Toronto as Faculty. 
 
 
CIHR Fellowship and CNS/AANS Dempsey Award 

Christopher Pasarikovski (PGY4; PhD supervisor: Dr. Victor Yang) was 
awarded a highly competitive CIHR Fellowship valued at $55,000 per 
year for two years.  Chris also received the Robert J. Dempsey 
Cerebrovascular Research Award from the CNS/AANS.  The Award is 
valued at $15,000 for one year.  Please join me in congratulating Chris 
on both of these achievements. 
 
 
 
 

 
Academy/NREF Research Fellowship Grant 

 Laureen Hachem (PGY3: Supervisor: Dr. Michael Fehlings, Co-
supervisor: Dr. Charles Tator) was the recipient of the Academy of 
Neurological Surgeons/NREF 2020-21 Research Fellowship Grant 
valued at $40,000 USD.  The one year grant was given for her project 
entitled “Elucidating the mechanisms of glutamate-mediated activation 
of adult spinal cord neural stem/progenitor cells to reveal therapeutic 
targets for spinal cord injury.”  Congratulations, Laureen. 
 

 
 



3MT Competition Winner 
Christopher Ahuja (PGY4; supervisor: Dr. Michael Fehlings) was the 
Winner (second place) of the University of Toronto Three Minute Thesis 
(3MT) Competition.  The Competition is a “friendly but intense contest 
where graduate students present the complexities of their research in an 
engaging and accessible way before a live audience in just three minutes.  
Well done, Chris. 
 

 
 

Assistant Professorship, University of California, Davis 
Allan Martin (Clinical Spine Fellow, Toronto Western Hospital; Toronto 
Neurosurgery Class of 2019) has been appointed Assistant Professor of 
Neurosurgery at the University of California, Davis effective July 1st 
2020.  His new position will focus on Complex Spinal Neurosurgery and 
Deformity. Please join me in congratulating Allan on his new role and 
wishing him and his family the very best in the next stage of his career. 

 
 
HONORS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 

Andres Lozano (and Robert Chen, Division of Neurology, UofT) 
received a one-year National Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC) Research Tools and Instrument Grant valued at 
$150,000 for the work entitled “Non-invasive neuromodulation using 
low-intensity transcranial focused ultrasound in the human brain.” 
 
 
 

 
Co-PI’s Gelareh Zadeh (Deputy 
Head, Division of Neurosurgery, 
University Health Network) and 
Farshad Nassiri (PGY4) received a 
grant from the NCI Cancer 
Moonshot Molecular Profiling to 
Predict Response to Treatment 
(MP2PRT) Program for their work 
to identify biomarkers of response to adjuvant radiotherapy in meningiomas.  
 



PUBLICATIONS 
 
Afshar ME, Abraha HY, Bakooshli MA, Davoudi S, Thavandiran N, Tung K, Ahn H, Ginsberg 
HJ, Zandstra PW, Gilbert PM. A 96-well culture platform enables longitudinal analyses of 
engineered human skeletal muscle microtissue strength. Sci Rep. 2020 Apr 24;10(1):6918.  
 
Badhiwala JH, Hachem LD, Merali Z, Witiw CD, Nassiri F, Akbar MA, Almenawer SA, 
Schomacher M, Wilson JR, Fehlings MG. Predicting Outcomes After Surgical Decompression 
for Mild Degenerative Cervical Myelopathy: Moving Beyond the mJOA to Identify Surgical 
Candidates. Neurosurgery. 2020 Apr 1;86(4):565-573.  
 
Bhatia KD, Kortman H, Lee H, Waelchli T, Radovanovic I, Schaafsma JD, Pereira  VM, Krings 
T. Facial Nerve Arterial Arcade Supply in Dural Arteriovenous Fistulas: Anatomy and 
Treatment Strategies. AJNR Am J Neuroradiol. 2020 Apr;41(4):687-692.  
 
Burke JF, Fehlings MG, Dhall SS. LETTER: Efficacy of Ultra-Early (< 12 h), Early (12-24 h), 
and Late (>24-138.5 h) Surgery with Magnetic Resonance Imaging-Confirmed Decompression 
in American Spinal Injury Association Impairment  Scale Grades A, B, and C Cervical Spinal 
Cord Injury. J Neurotrauma. 2020 Apr 16.  
 
Camors EM, Purevjav E, Jefferies JL, Saffitz JE, Gong N, Ryan TD, Lucky AW, Taylor MD, 
Sullivan LM, Mestroni L, Towbin JA. Early Lethality Due to a Novel Desmoplakin Variant 
Causing Infantile Epidermolysis Bullosa Simplex With Fragile  Skin, Aplasia Cutis Congenita, 
and Arrhythmogenic Cardiomyopathy. Circ Genom Precis Med. 2020 Apr;13(2):e002800.  
 
Cancelliere NM, Nicholson P, Radovanovic I, Mendes KM, Orru E, Krings T, Pereira VM. 
Comparison of intra-aneurysmal flow modification using optical flow imaging to evaluate the 
performance of Evolve and Pipeline flow diverting stents. J Neurointerv Surg. 2020 Apr 21. pii: 
neurintsurg-2019-015696.  
 
Chapman M, Park A, Schwartz M, Tarshis J. Anesthesia considerations of magnetic resonance 
imaging-guided focused ultrasound thalamotomy for essential tremor: a case series. Can J 
Anaesth. 2020 Apr 14. 
 
Chung PED, Gendoo DMA, Ghanbari-Azarnier R, Liu JC, Jiang Z, Tsui J, Wang DY,  Xiao X, 
Li B, Dubuc A, Shih D, Remke M, Ho B, Garzia L, Ben-David Y, Kang SG, Croul S, Haibe-
Kains B, Huang A, Taylor MD, Zacksenhaus E. Modeling germline mutations in pineoblastoma 
uncovers lysosome disruption-based therapy. Nat Commun. 2020 Apr 14;11(1):1825.  
 



D'Arcy CE, Nobre LF, Arnaldo A, Ramaswamy V, Taylor MD, Naz-Hazrati L, Hawkins CE. 
Immunohistochemical and nanoString-Based Subgrouping of Clinical Medulloblastoma 
Samples. J Neuropathol Exp Neurol. 2020 Apr 1;79(4):437-447.  
 
Davidson B, Suresh H, Goubran M, Rabin JS, Meng Y, Mithani K, Pople CB, Giacobbe P, 
Hamani C, Lipsman N. Predicting response to psychiatric surgery: a systematic review of 
neuroimaging findings. J Psychiatry Neurosci. 2020 Apr 15;45(3):190208.  
 
Davidson B, Gouveia FV, Rabin JS, Giacobbe P, Lipsman N, Hamani C. Deep brain stimulation 
for treatment-resistant depression: current status and future perspectives. Expert Rev Med 
Devices. 2020 Apr 15:1-3.  
 
Depreitere B, Ricciardi F, Arts M, Balabaud L, Bunger C, Buchowski JM, Chung  CK, Coppes 
MH, Fehlings MG, Kawahara N, Martin-Benlloch JA, Massicotte EM, Mazel  C, Meyer B, Oner 
FC, Peul W, Quraishi N, Tokuhashi Y, Tomita K, Verlaan JJ, Wang  M, Crockard HA, Choi D. 
How good are the outcomes of instrumented debulking operations for symptomatic spinal 
metastases and how long do they stand? A subgroup analysis in the global spine tumor study 
group database. Acta Neurochir  (Wien). 2020 Apr;162(4):943-950.  
 
Diestro JDB, Dmytriw AA, Broocks G, Chen K, Hirsch J, Kemmling A, Phan K, Bharatha A. 
Endovascular thrombectomy for low ASPECTS large vessel occlusion ischemic stroke: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis. Can J Neurol Sci. April 2020:1-21.  
 
Diestro JDB, Parra-Farinas C, Zetchi MA, Spears J, Marotta TR. The POP (Pull  on Pipe) 
Maneuver: A Technical Note for Rescuing a Prolapsed Pipeline Device. J Stroke Cerebrovasc 
Dis. 2020 Apr;29(4):104647.  
 
Dmytriw AA, Alrashed A, Keith J, Yang VXD. Endovascular retrieval of ruptured carotid 
plaque embolus. Ann Neurol. 2020 Apr 11.  
 
Fukuoka K, Mamatjan Y, Tatevossian R, Zapotocky M, Ryall S, Stucklin AG, Bennett J, Nobre 
LF, Arnoldo A, Luu B, Wen J, Zhu K, Leon A, Torti D, Pugh TJ, Hazrati LN, Laperriere N, 
Drake J, Rutka JT, Dirks P, Kulkarni AV, Taylor MD, Bartels U, Huang A, Zadeh G, Aldape K, 
Ramaswamy V, Bouffet E, Snuderl M, Ellison D, Hawkins C, Tabori U. Clinical impact of 
combined epigenetic and molecular analysis of pediatric low grade gliomas. Neuro Oncol. 2020 
Apr 3. pii: noaa077.  
 
Iorio-Morin C, Hodaie M, Sarica C, Dea N, Westwick HJ, Christie SD, McDonald  PJ, Labidi M, 
Farmer JP, Brisebois S, D'Aragon F, Carignan A, Fortin D. Letter: The Risk of COVID-19 
Infection During Neurosurgical Procedures: A Review of Severe Acute Respiratory Distress 



Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) Modes of Transmission and Proposed Neurosurgery-
Specific Measures for Mitigation. Neurosurgery. 2020 Apr 26.  
 
Kalsi-Ryan S, Rienmuller AC, Riehm LE, Chan C, Jin D, Martin AR, Badhiwala JH, Akbar MA, 
Massicotte EM, Fehlings MG. Quantitative Assessment of Gait Characteristics in Degenerative 
Cervical Myelopathy: A Prospective Clinical Study. J Clin Med. 2020;9(3):752-763. 
 
Katz L, Woolman M, Talbot F, Amara-Belgadi S, Wu M, Tortorella S, Das S, Ginsberg HJ, 
Zarrine-Afsar A. Dual Laser and Desorption Electrospray Ionization Mass Spectrometry Imaging 
Using the Same Interface. Anal Chem. 2020 Apr 22.  
 
Kondziolka D, Couldwell WT, Rutka JT. Introduction. On pandemics: the impact  of COVID-19 
on the practice of neurosurgery. J Neurosurg. 2020 Apr 10:1-2.  
 
Lo WB, Afshari FT, Rodrigues D, Kulkarni AV. The 'mushroom': a simple and safe technique to 
avoid cerebrospinal fluid leak after endoscopic third ventriculostomy. Ann R Coll Surg Engl. 
2020 Apr;102(4):312-313.  
 
Lohkamp LN, Coulter I, Ibrahim GM. Selective dorsal rhizotomy for spasticity  of genetic 
etiology. Childs Nerv Syst. 2020 Apr 16.  
 
Mathieu F, Guting H, Gravesteijn B, Monteiro MAB, Glocker B, Kornaropoulos EN, Kamnitsas 
K, Robertson CS, Levin H, Whitehouse DP, Das T, Lingsma HF, Maegele M, Newcombe V, 
Menon D. Impact of antithrombotic agents on radiological lesion progression in acute traumatic 
brain injury: A CENTER-TBI propensity-matched cohort analysis.  J Neurotrauma. 2020 Apr 20. 
 
Mendes Pereira V, Cancelliere NM, Nicholson P, Radovanovic I, Drake KE, Sungur JM, Krings 
T, Turk A. First-in-human, robotic-assisted neuroendovascular intervention. J Neurointerv Surg. 
2020 Apr;12(4):338-340.  
 
Milosevic L, De Vloo P, Gramer R, Kalia SK, Fasano A, Popovic MR, Hutchison WD. Neuronal 
Activity and Synaptic Plasticity in a Reimplanted STN-DBS Patient with Parkinson's Disease: 
Recordings from Two Surgeries. Stereotact Funct Neurosurg. 2020 Apr 15:1-7.  
 
Monje M, Borniger JC, D'Silva NJ, Deneen B, Dirks PB, Fattahi F, Frenette PS, Garzia L, 
Gutmann DH, Hanahan D, Hervey-Jumper SL, Hondermarck H, Hurov JB, Kepecs A, Knox SM, 
Lloyd AC, Magnon C, Saloman JL, Segal RA, Sloan EK, Sun X, Taylor MD, Tracey KJ, 
Trotman LC, Tuveson DA, Wang TC, White RA, Winkler F. Roadmap for the Emerging Field of 
Cancer Neuroscience. Cell. 2020 Apr 16;181(2):219-222.  
 



Pajo AT, Diestro JDB, Espiritu AI, Dmytriw AA, Enriquez-Marulanda A, Sarmiento RJC, 
Bagnas MAC, Spears J, San Jose MCZ. Thrombolysis Outcomes in Patients with Diabetes and 
Previous Stroke: A Meta-Analysis. Can J Neurol Sci. April 2020:1-23. 
 
Prasad S, Aguirre-Padilla DH, Poon YY, Kalsi-Ryan S, Lozano AM, Fasano A. Spinal Cord 
Stimulation for Very Advanced Parkinson's Disease: A 1-Year Prospective Trial. Mov Disord. 
2020 Apr 20.  
 
Priola SM, Ku JC, Pasarikovski CR, Yang VXD, da Costa L. Angio-architecture of complex 
cranial dural arteriovenous fistulas: A single centre retrospective review of treatment modalities 
and outcomes. J Clin Neurosci. 2020 Apr 10.  
 
Ramakrishna R, Zadeh G, Sheehan JP, Aghi MK. Inpatient and outpatient case prioritization for 
patients with neuro-oncologic disease amid the COVID-19 pandemic: general guidance for 
neuro-oncology practitioners from the AANS/CNS Tumor Section and Society for Neuro-
Oncology. J Neurooncol. 2020 Apr 9.  
 
Rigamonti A, Garavaglia MM, Ma K, Crescini C, Mistry N, Thorpe K, Cusimano MD, Das S, 
Hare GMT, Mazer CD. Effect of bilateral scalp nerve blocks on postoperative pain and discharge 
times in patients undergoing supratentorial craniotomy and general anesthesia: a randomized-
controlled trial. Can J Anaesth.  2020 Apr;67(4):452-461.  
 
Ryall S, Zapotocky M, Fukuoka K, Nobre L, Guerreiro Stucklin A, Bennett J, Siddaway R, Li C, 
Pajovic S, Arnoldo A, Kowalski PE, Johnson M, Sheth J, Lassaletta A, Tatevossian RG, Orisme 
W, Qaddoumi I, Surrey LF, Li MM, Waanders AJ, Gilheeney S, Rosenblum M, Bale T, Tsang 
DS, Laperriere N, Kulkarni A, Ibrahim GM, Drake J, Dirks P, Taylor MD, Rutka JT, Laughlin S, 
Shroff M, Shago M, Hazrati LN, D'Arcy C, Ramaswamy V, Bartels U, Huang A, Bouffet E, 
Karajannis MA, Santi M, Ellison DW, Tabori U, Hawkins C. Integrated Molecular and Clinical 
Analysis of 1,000 Pediatric Low-Grade Gliomas. Cancer Cell. 2020 Apr 13;37(4):569-583.e5.  
 
Schomacher M, Jiang F, Alrjoub M, Witiw CD, Diamandis P, Fehlings MG. The posterior 
cervical transdural approach for retro-odontoid mass pseudotumor resection: report of three cases 
and discussion of the current literature. Eur Spine J. 2020 Apr 15.  
 
Selvadurai HJ, Luis E, Desai K, Lan X, Vladoiu MC, Whitley O, Galvin C, Vanner RJ, Lee L, 
Whetstone H, Kushida M, Nowakowski T, Diamandis P, Hawkins C, Bader G, Kriegstein A, 
Taylor MD, Dirks PB. Medulloblastoma Arises from thePersistence of a Rare and Transient 
Sox2(+) Granule Neuron Precursor. Cell Rep.2020 Apr 14;31(2):107511. 
 



Sumerauer D, Krskova L, Vicha A, Misove A, Mamatjan Y, Jencova P, Vlckova M,  Slamova L, 
Vanova K, Liby P, Taborsky J, Koblizek M, Klubal R, Kyncl M, Zadeh G,  Stary J, Zamecnik J, 
Ramaswamy V, Zapotocky M. Rare IDH1 variants are common in pediatric hemispheric diffuse 
astrocytomas and frequently associated with Li-Fraumeni syndrome. Acta Neuropathol. 2020 
Apr;139(4):795-797.  
 
Taghdiri F, Multani N, Ozzoude M, Tarazi A, Khodadadi M, Wennberg R, Mikulis  D, Green R, 
Colella B, Davis KD, Blennow K, Zetterberg H, Tator C, Tartaglia MC.  Neurofilament-Light in 
Former Athletes: A Potential Biomarker of Neurodegeneration and Progression. Eur J Neurol. 
2020 Apr 13.  
 
Tetreault LA, Zhu MP, Wilson JR, Karadimas SK, Fehlings MG. The Impact of Riluzole on 
Neurobehavioral Outcomes in Preclinical Models of Traumatic and Nontraumatic Spinal Cord 
Injury: Results From a Systematic Review of the Literature. Global Spine J. 2020 Apr;10(2):216-
229.  
 
Tohyama S, Hung PS, Cheng JC, Zhang JY, Halawani A, Mikulis DJ, Oh J, Hodaie M.  
Trigeminal neuralgia associated with a solitary pontine lesion: clinical and neuroimaging 
definition of a new syndrome.  Pain. 2020 May;161(5):916-925. 
 
Venere M, Zadeh G, Puduvalli V, Haynes C. The Society for Neuro-Oncology: 20/20 vision for 
the future. Neuro Oncol. 2020 Apr 15;22(4):435-436.  
 
Vimalanathan A, Gidyk DC, Diwan M, Gouveia FV, Lipsman N, Giacobbe P, Nobrega JN, 
Hamani C. Endocannabinoid modulating drugs improve anxiety but not the expression of 
conditioned fear in a rodent model of post-traumatic stress disorder. Neuropharmacology. 2020 
Apr;166:107965.  
 
Warsi NM, Zewude R, Karmur B, Pirouzmand N, Hachem L, Mansouri A. The Cost-
Effectiveness of 5-ALA in High Grade Glioma Surgery: A Quality-Based Systematic Review. 
Can J Neurol Sci. 2020 Apr 24:1-17. 
 
Warsi NM, Karmur BS, Brar K, Moraes FY, Tsang DS, Laperriere N, Kondziolka D, Mansouri 
A. The Role of Stereotactic Radiosurgery in the Management of Brain Metastases From a 
Health-Economic Perspective: A Systematic Review. Neurosurgery. 2020 Apr 22. 
 
Wen PY, Weller M, Lee EQ, Alexander BA, Barnholtz-Sloan JS, Barthel FP, Batchelor TT, 
Bindra RS, Chang SM, Chiocca EA, Cloughesy TF, DeGroot JF, Galanis  E, Gilbert MR, Hegi 
ME, Horbinski C, Huang RY, Lassman AB, Le Rhun E, Lim M, Mehta MP, Mellinghoff IK, 
Minniti G, Nathanson D, Platten M, Preusser M, Roth P,  Sanson M, Schiff D, Short SC, 



Taphoorn MJB, Tonn JC, Tsang J, Verhaak RGW, von Deimling A, Wick W, Zadeh G, Reardon 
DA, Aldape KD, van den Bent MJ. Glioblastoma in Adults: A Society for Neuro-Oncology 
(SNO) and European Society of Neuro-Oncology (EANO) Consensus Review on Current 
Management and Future Directions. Neuro Oncol. 2020 Apr 24.  
 
Wilson JR, Cronin S, Fehlings MG, Kwon BK, Badhiwala JH, Ginsberg H, Witiw C, Jaglal S. 
The Epidemiology and Impact of Spinal Cord Injury in the Elderly: Results of a 15-Year 
Population-Based Cohort Study. J Neurotrauma. 2020 Apr 15.  
 
Ye VC, Shah AH, Sur S, Achua JK, Wang S, Ibrahim GM, Bhatia S, Ragheb J. Long-term 
outcomes after surgery for catastrophic epilepsy in infants: institutional experience and review of 
the literature. J Neurosurg Pediatr. 2020  Apr 24:1-8.   
 
Zeiler FA, Mathieu F, Monteiro M, Glocker B, Ercole A, Beqiri E, Cabeleira M, Stocchetti N, 
Smielewski P, Czosnyka M, Newcombe V, Menon DK; Diffuse Intracranial Injury Patterns Are 
Associated with Impaired Cerebrovascular Reactivity in Adult Traumatic Brain Injury: A 
CENTER-TBI Validation Study.  J Neurotrauma. 2020 Apr 6. 
 
 
IN THE MEDIA 
 

 Michael Taylor’s work on a new treatment 
approach for medulloblastoma and ependymoma 
in children was featured in a Baylor College of 
Medicine article. The piece can be accessed at: 
https://www.bcm.edu/news/cancer-pediatric/treatment-
recurrent-pediatric-brain-cancer  
 
 
 
 

 
 
PDFs OF THE MONTH 
 
Davidson B, Suresh H, Goubran M, Rabin JS, Meng Y, Mithani K, Pople CB, Giacobbe P, 
Hamani C, Lipsman N. Predicting response to psychiatric surgery: a systematic review of 
neuroimaging findings. J Psychiatry Neurosci. 2020 Apr 15;45(3):190208.  
 
Iorio-Morin C, Hodaie M, Sarica C, Dea N, Westwick HJ, Christie SD, McDonald  PJ, Labidi M, 
Farmer JP, Brisebois S, D'Aragon F, Carignan A, Fortin D. Letter: The Risk of COVID-19 



Infection During Neurosurgical Procedures: A Review of Severe Acute Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) Modes of Transmission and Proposed Neurosurgery-
Specific Measures for Mitigation. Neurosurgery. 2020 Apr 26.  
 
Kondziolka D, Couldwell WT, Rutka JT. Introduction. On pandemics: the impact  of COVID-19 
on the practice of neurosurgery. J Neurosurg. 2020 Apr 10:1-2.  
 
Selvadurai HJ, Luis E, Desai K, Lan X, Vladoiu MC, Whitley O, Galvin C, Vanner RJ, Lee L, 
Whetstone H, Kushida M, Nowakowski T, Diamandis P, Hawkins C, Bader G, Kriegstein A, 
Taylor MD, Dirks PB. Medulloblastoma Arises from the Persistence of a Rare and Transient 
Sox2(+) Granule Neuron Precursor. Cell Rep.2020 Apr 14;31(2):107511. 
 

Tohyama S, Hung PS, Cheng JC, Zhang JY, Halawani A, Mikulis 
DJ, Oh J, Hodaie M.  Trigeminal neuralgia associated with a 
solitary pontine lesion: clinical and neuroimaging definition of a 
new syndrome.  Pain. 2020 May;161(5):916-925. 
 
* This paper was selected for Pain’s cover art for May 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
May 2020 
Society of Neurological Surgeons (SNS) 2020 Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. May 
30-Jun 2, 2020. https://www.societyns.org/2020-annual-meeting 
  
Update as of March 31, 2020:  “The SNS plans to proceed with the 2020 Annual Meeting as 
scheduled for May 30 - June 2. We are closely monitoring the COVID-19 situation and want to 
assure all members, attendees, faculty and staff that your health and safety are of the utmost 
importance as we reassess meeting and course plans. We will continue to communicate updates 
to you as necessary.”  
  
June 2020 
CANCELLED:  Canadian Neurological Sciences Federation (CNSF) 55th Annual Congress. 
Banff, Alberta. Jun 7-10, 2020. http://congress.cnsfederation.org/  



RESIDENTS’ CORNER 
 

Brain School Schedule - thebrainschool.net 
  

MAY 2020  
 
Friday, May 1, 2020 
0900-1200 
 
 
9-10       Abhaya Kulkarni: Myelomeningoceles 
10-11     Abhaya Kulkarni:  Hydrocephalus complications, incl. slit-ventricles 
11-12     Christian Iorio-Morin: Overview of COVID-19 and its neurosurgical implications 
 
  
Friday, May 8, 2020 
Department of Surgery 
46th Annual Gallie Day 
  
0800-1700 
Virtual Zoom Webinar - see attached program 
  
  
Friday, May 15, 2020 
0900-1200 
  
9-10       Kristen Davidge:  Nerve transfers in children 
10-11     Nebras Warsi: Encephaloceles / Arachnoid cysts 
11-12     Abhaya Kulkarni:  IVH of prematurity + ETV/CPC  
 
 
Friday, May 22, 2020 
0900-1200 
  
TOPIC:  Trauma/Spine 
  
9-10       Reinhard Zeller:   Spine deformities in children 
10-11     Suzanne Laughlin:  Pediatric Spine Trauma imaging  
11-12     Laureen Hachem:  Klippel Feil syndrome and disorders of segmentation 
 
 
Friday, May 29, 2020  
0900-1200 
  
9-10        Lili-Naz Hazrati:  Neuropathology of epilepsy in children  



10-11     Ali Moghaddamjou: Trauma/Spine – CVJ abnormalities in children   
11-12     Michael Dewan:  Global neurosurgery & global pediatric neurosurgery  
 
 
 
 
 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020, 7-8 a.m., details TBA 
  
NEUROSURGERY CABINET MEETING 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020, 6:30 p.m., details TBA 
 


