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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE 
 
5th Annual Alan and Susan Hudson Lectureship  
On November 7, Toronto Western Hospital hosted the 5th Annual Alan and Susan Hudson 
Lectureship. We were pleased to welcome this year’s keynote speaker, Dr. Michael Apuzzo, 
Distinguished Adjunct Professor, Yale University School of Medicine.  Dr. Apuzzo presented a 
highly unique and engaging lecture entitled “When Worlds Collide: Poseidon Meets Cushing”, 
which paid homage to the Hudson’s love of sailing.  We thank Dr. Hudson (past Chairman of 
Neurosurgery, University of Toronto and past CEO, University Health Network) and Mrs. 
Hudson for enabling the establishment of this lecture, and Hudson Chair in Neurooncology Dr. 
Fred Gentili and Ms. Sandi Amaral for organizing a successful fifth iteration of this event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Hudson Lectureship.  (L‐R) Dr. Andres Lozano, Dr. Alan 
Hudson, Mrs. Susan Hudson, Dr. Michael Apuzzo, Dr. Fred 
Gentili.  Toronto, Nov. 7, 2019. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th Annual Tator-Turnbull Symposium 
On November 8, our Division held the 18th Annual Tator-Turnbull Spinal Cord Injury 
Symposium. The Tator-Turnbull Spinal Cord Injury Symposium is held each year to honour Dr. 
Charles Tator and Barbara Turnbull, who shared a special doctor-patient friendship. This 
symposium pays tribute to their enormous contribution, energy and drive in the area of spinal 
cord injury research and advocacy. Dr. Brian Kwon from the University of British Columbia was 
this year’s Keynote Speaker and gave an excellent presentation titled “Bench to bedside and 
Back: Translational Research in Acute Spinal Cord Injury”. The event also featured a special talk 
from Dr. Hideyuki Okano from Keio University (Japan) titled “Challenges Toward Clinical 
Trials for Spinal Cord Injury Using Stem Cells”. In addition to a full day of talks, the 2019 
Turnbull-Tator Award in Spinal Cord Injury and Concussion Research was presented to Brian 
Kwon during the event. Thank you to Dr. Michael Fehlings and his team for organizing another 
successful iteration of this event.  

2019 Hudson Visiting Lecturer with Trainees.  (Back row, L‐R) Nebras Warsi, Kyle Juraschka, 
Spyros Karadimas, Han Yan, Anick Nater, Francois Mathieu, Armaan Malhotra, Husain Shakil, 
Hrishikesh Suresh, Karl Navacan.  (Middle row, L‐R) Ms. Sandi Amaral (Residency Program 
Administrator), Laureen Hachem, Justin Wang, Christopher Pasarikovski, Nardin Samuel, Ann 
Mansur, Vincent Ye.  (Front row, L‐R) Teresa Purzner, Shervin Taslimi, Dr. Michael Apuzzo, Deep 
Guha, Rabab Alsharani. 



 

2019 Tator‐Turnbull Symposium.  (L‐R) Drs. Michael Fehlings, Hideyuki Okano, 
Brian Kwon and Charles Tator.  Toronto, Nov. 8, 2019. Photo credit: Twayne Pereira 

 
Visiting Professor Dr. Walter Jean 
On November 22, St. Michael’s Hospital hosted Dr. Walter Jean, Professor of Neurosurgery and 
Director of Skull Base Surgery at George Washington University as a Visiting Professor at the 
Keenan Research Centre.  He presented two enlightening lectures entitled “Global Brainsurgery 
Initiative: The Results of a Global Neurosurgery Experiment at One-Year” and “The Evolution 
of Pineal Surgery.” We thank Dr. Julian Spears and his team for organizing this excellent event.  
 

 
Dr. Walter Jean with Toronto Neurosurgery residents.  (Back row, L‐R) Jerry Ku, Armaan Malhotra, Jamie Purzner, Hrishikesh 
Suresh, Ann Mansur, Anick Nater, Shervin Taslimi, Husain Shakil, Deep Guha, Nebras Warsi, Spyros Karadimas.  (Front row, L‐R) 
Han Yan, Laureen Hachem, Dr. Walter Jean, Justin Wang, Nardin Samuel, Karl Navacan, and other attendees.  Toronto, Nov. 22, 
2019. 

 
 
 



Michael Fehlings wins the 2019 Vilhelm Magnus Medal 
On October 24th, Michael Fehlings was awarded the 2019 
Vilhelm Magnus Medal in recognition of his contributions to 
the field of neurosurgery, in particular for his work on 
traumatic and non-traumatic forms of spinal cord injury. The 
medal was presented to Dr. Fehlings in Norway by the 
Norwegian Neurosurgical Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
UofT Brain Bank celebrates 5th Anniversary 
Five years ago, Michael and Amira Dan 
established the Michael and Amira Dan Brain 
Tumour Bank Network – the largest initiative of 
its kind in the world. The Brain Bank stores 
samples and information allowing researchers to 
share information across the network. University 
of Toronto News wrote an article in celebration 
of the Brain Bank’s fifth anniversary. The piece 
can be accessed at: 
https://medicine.utoronto.ca/news/michael-and-
amira-dan-brain-tumour-bank-network-marks-
fifth-anniversary  
 
 

HONORS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 
Andres Lozano was included on Web of Science Group’s list of the world’s most influential 
researchers for 2019, selected based on those who have been mostly frequently cited by their 
peers over the past decade. The list counts fewer than 0.1% of researchers across 21 fields – the 
distinction means that Dr. Lozano’s papers rank in the top 1% of publications in the category of 
Neuroscience and Behavior for the year. 
 
Michael Fehlings received the 2019 Vilhelm Magnus Medal. 
 
Michael Fehlings received a $75,000 grant from the Cervical Spine Research Society for the 
work entitled “Regeneration of Cervical Relay Circuits after Traumatic Spinal Cord Injury.” 
 



Trainees: 
 

Jetan Badhiwala (PGY4; supervisor: Dr. Michael Fehlings) received the Best 
Operative Technique Award at the CNS in San Francisco for the work entitled 
“Early versus Late Surgical Decompression for Central Cord Syndrome: A 
Propensity Score-Matched Analysis.” 
 
 
 
Newton Cho (PGY4; supervisor: Prof. Grégoire Courtine, EPFL, Geneva) received 
the Trainee Professional Development Award from the Society for Neuroscience.  
 
Newton Cho (PGY4) was chosen to represent EPFL at the Global Young Scientists 
Summit 2020, taking place in January 2020 in Singapore. 
  
Zamir Merali (PGY4; supervisor: Dr. Michael Fehlings) received the First Place 
Resident Fellow Award at the Cervical Spine Research Society (CSRS) 2019 
Annual Meeting for the work entitled “A Deep Learning Model for Detection of 
Spinal Cord Compression in Magnetic Resonance Imaging Studies”. 
  
 
Chris Pasarikovski (PGY4; supervisor: Dr. Victor Yang) received the Best 
Cerebrovascular Basic Science Award at the 2019 CNS Annual Meeting for the 
work entitled “Optical Coherence Tomography Imaging in Acute Ischemic Stroke: 
Preliminary Animal and Human Results.” 
 
 
Jamie Wilson (Spine Fellow, Toronto Western Hospital) received a Cervical Spine 
Research Society Resident/Fellow Grant valued at $15,000.  
 
 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Badhiwala JH, Fehlings MG. Commentary: Recovery Kinetics: Comparison of Patients 
Undergoing Primary or Revision Procedures for Adult Cervical Deformity Using a Novel Area 
Under the Curve Methodology. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 1;85(5):E955-E956.  
 
Barthel FP, Johnson KC, Varn FS, Moskalik AD, Tanner G, Kocakavuk E, Anderson  KJ, Abiola 
O, Aldape K, Alfaro KD, Alpar D, Amin SB, Ashley DM, Bandopadhayay P,  Barnholtz-Sloan 
JS, Beroukhim R, Bock C, Brastianos PK, Brat DJ, Brodbelt AR, Bruns AF, Bulsara KR, 
Chakrabarty A, Chakravarti A, Chuang JH, Claus EB, Cochran  EJ, Connelly J, Costello JF, 
Finocchiaro G, Fletcher MN, French PJ, Gan HK, Gilbert MR, Gould PV, Grimmer MR, 



Iavarone A, Ismail A, Jenkinson MD, Khasraw M,  Kim H, Kouwenhoven MCM, LaViolette PS, 
Li M, Lichter P, Ligon KL, Lowman AK, Malta TM, Mazor T, McDonald KL, Molinaro AM, 
Nam DH, Nayyar N, Ng HK, Ngan CY, Niclou SP, Niers JM, Noushmehr H, Noorbakhsh J, 
Ormond DR, Park CK, Poisson LM, Rabadan R, Radlwimmer B, Rao G, Reifenberger G, Sa JK, 
Schuster M, Shaw BL, Short SC, Smitt PAS, Sloan AE, Smits M, Suzuki H, Tabatabai G, Van 
Meir EG, Watts C, Weller M, Wesseling P, Westerman BA, Widhalm G, Woehrer A, Yung 
WKA, Zadeh G, Huse JT, De Groot JF, Stead LF, Verhaak RGW; GLASS Consortium. 
Longitudinal molecular trajectories of diffuse glioma in adults. Nature. 2019 Nov 20.  
 
Canty MJ, Breitbart S, Siegel L, Fehlings D, Milo-Manson G, Alotaibi NM, Ibrahim GM. The 
role of social media in selective dorsal rhizotomy for children:  information sharing and social 
support. Childs Nerv Syst. 2019 Nov;35(11):2179-2185.  
 
Chun HE, Johann PD, Milne K, Zapatka M, Buellesbach A, Ishaque N, Iskar M, Erkek S, Wei L, 
Tessier-Cloutier B, Lever J, Titmuss E, Topham JT, Bowlby R, Chuah E, Mungall KL, Ma Y, 
Mungall AJ, Moore RA, Taylor MD, Gerhard DS, Jones SJM, Korshunov A, Gessler M, Kerl K, 
Hasselblatt M, Frühwald MC, Perlman EJ, Nelson BH, Pfister SM, Marra MA, Kool M. 
Identification and Analyses of Extra-Cranial and Cranial Rhabdoid Tumor Molecular Subgroups 
Reveal Tumors with Cytotoxic T Cell Infiltration.  Cell Rep. 2019 Nov 19;29(8):2338-2354.e7. 
 
Davidson B, Fehlings D, Milo-Manson G, Ibrahim GM. Improving access to selective dorsal 
rhizotomy for children with cerebral palsy. CMAJ. 2019 Nov 4;191(44):E1205-E1206.  
 
De la Garza Ramos R, Nouri A, Nakhla J, Echt M, Gelfand Y, Patel SK, Nasser R, Cheng JS, 
Yassari R, Fehlings MG. Predictors of Return to Normal Neurological Function After Surgery 
for Moderate and Severe Degenerative Cervical Myelopathy:  An Analysis of A Global AOSpine 
Cohort of Patients. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 1;85(5):E917-E923.  
 
de Medeiros CB, Moxon-Emre I, Scantlebury N, Malkin D, Ramaswamy V, Decker A,  Law N, 
Kumabe T, Leonard J, Rubin J, Jung S, Kim SK, Gupta N, Weiss W, Faria CC,  Vibhakar R, 
Lafay-Cousin L, Chan J, Kros JM, Janzen L, Taylor MD, Bouffet E, Mabbott DJ. 
Medulloblastoma has a global impact on health related quality of life: Findings from an 
international cohort. Cancer Med. 2019 Nov 21.  
 
Dea N, Versteeg AL, Sahgal A, Verlaan JJ, Charest-Morin R, Rhines LD, Sciubba  DM, 
Schuster JM, Weber MH, Lazary A, Fehlings MG, Clarke MJ, Arnold PM, Boriani S, 
Bettegowda C, Laufer I, Gokaslan ZL, Fisher CG. Metastatic Spine Disease: Should Patients 
With Short Life Expectancy Be Denied Surgical Care? An International Retrospective Cohort 
Study. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 6. pii: nyz472.   
 



Diestro JDB, Spears J, Marotta TR. Developmental Venous Anomaly Inside a Glioblastoma. 
JAMA Neurol. 2019 Nov 11.  
 
Dmytriw AA, Bisson DA, Phan K, Amirabadi A, Branson H, Dirks PB, Shroff M, Muthusami P. 
Locations, associations and temporal evolution of intracranial arterial infundibular dilatations in 
children. J Neurointerv Surg. 2019 Nov 7. pii: neurintsurg-2019-015433.  
 
Dmytriw AA, Phan K, Tremaine J, Strickland M, Radovanovic I, Krings T, Pereira VM. 
Evaluation of a Touchless Angiography Suite Computer Controller for Neuroendovascular 
Procedures. Clin Neuroradiol. 2019 Nov 6.  
 
Felts Almog I, der Chen F, Senova S, Fomenko A, Gondard E, Sacher WD, Lozano AM, Poon 
JKS. Full-field swept-source optical coherence tomography and neural tissue classification for 
deep brain imaging. J Biophotonics. 2019 Nov 11:e201960083.  
 
Halpern CH, Santini V, Lipsman N, Lozano AM, Schwartz ML, Shah BB, Elias WJ,  Cosgrove 
GR, Hayes MT, McDannold N, Aldrich C, Eisenberg HM, Gandhi D, Taira T, Gwinn R, Ro S, 
Witt J, Jung NY, Chang JW, Rosenberg J, Ghanouni P. Three-year follow-up of prospective trial 
of focused ultrasound thalamotomy for essential tremor. Neurology. 2019 Nov 20.  
 
Irimata KE, Wilson JR. Modification of the generalized quasi-likelihood model in the analysis of 
the Add Health study. Stat Methods Med Res. 2019 Nov 5:962280219884980.  
 
Jaja BNR, Jiang F, Badhiwala JH, Schär R, Kurpad S, Grossman RG, Harrop JS, Guest JD, 
Toups EG, Shaffrey CI, Aarabi B, Boakye M, Fehlings MG, Wilson JR. Association of 
Pneumonia, Wound Infection, and Sepsis with Clinical Outcomes after Acute Traumatic Spinal 
Cord Injury. J Neurotrauma. 2019 Nov 1;36(21):3044-3050.  
 
Jakobs M, Lee DJ, Lozano AM. Modifying the progression of Alzheimer's and Parkinson's 
disease with deep brain stimulation. Neuropharmacology. 2019 Nov 22:107860.  
 
Jessa S, Blanchet-Cohen A, Krug B, Vladoiu M, Coutelier M, Faury D, Poreau B, De Jay N, 
Hébert S, Monlong J, Farmer WT, Donovan LK, Hu Y, McConechy MK, Cavalli FMG, Mikael 
LG, Ellezam B, Richer M, Allaire A, Weil AG, Atkinson J, Farmer JP, Dudley RWR, Larouche 
V, Crevier L, Albrecht S, Filbin MG, Sartelet H, Lutz PE, Nagy C, Turecki G, Costantino S, 
Dirks PB, Murai KK, Bourque G, Ragoussis J, Garzia L, Taylor MD, Jabado N, Kleinman CL. 
Stalled developmental programs at the root of pediatric brain tumors. Nat Genet. 2019 Nov 25. 
 
Jiang F, Jaja BNR, Kurpad SN, Badhiwala JH, Aarabi B, Grossman RG, Harrop JS, Guest JD, 
Schär RT, Shaffrey CI, Boakye M, Toups EG, Wilson JR, Fehlings MG; North American 



Clinical Trials Network Collaborators. Acute Adverse Events After Spinal Cord Injury and Their 
Relationship to Long-term Neurologic and Functional  Outcomes: Analysis From the North 
American Clinical Trials Network for Spinal Cord Injury. Crit Care Med. 2019 
Nov;47(11):e854-e862.  
 
Kaka N, Hafazalla K, Samawi H, Simpkin A, Perry J, Sahgal A, Das S. Progression-Free but No 
Overall Survival Benefit for Adult Patients with Bevacizumab Therapy for the Treatment of 
Newly Diagnosed Glioblastoma: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. Cancers (Basel). 
2019 Nov 4;11(11). pii: E1723.  
 
Karadimas SK, Satkunendrarajah K, Laliberte AM, Ringuette D, Weisspapir I, Li L, Gosgnach 
S, Fehlings MG. Sensory cortical control of movement. Nat Neurosci. 2019 Nov 18.  
 
Koziarz A, Sne N, Kegel F, Nath S, Badhiwala JH, Nassiri F, Mansouri A, Yang  K, Zhou Q, 
Rice T, Faidi S, Passos E, Healey A, Banfield L, Mensour M, Kirkpatrick AW, Nassar A, 
Fehlings MG, Hawryluk GWJ, Almenawer SA. Bedside Optic  Nerve Ultrasonography for 
Diagnosing Increased Intracranial Pressure: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. Ann Intern 
Med. 2019 Nov 19.  
 
Krishna V, Sammartino F, Cosgrove R, Ghanouni P, Schwartz M, Gwinn R, Eisenberg H, 
Fishman P, Chang JW, Taira T, Kaplitt M, Rezai A, Rumià J, Gedroyc W, Igase K, Kishima H, 
Yamada K, Ohnishi H, Halpern C. Predictors of Outcomes After Focused Ultrasound 
Thalamotomy. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 6. pii: nyz417.  
 
Kumaria A, Bateman AH, Eames N, Fehlings MG, Goldstein C, Meyer B, Paquette SJ, Yee 
AJM. Advancing spinal fellowship training: an international multi-centre educational 
perspective. Eur Spine J. 2019 Nov;28(11):2437-2443.  
 
Li CMF, Hung PS, Chu PP, Tohyama S, Hodaie M. Trigeminal neuralgia associated with 
multiple sclerosis: A multimodal assessment of brainstem plaques and response to Gamma Knife 
radiosurgery. Mult Scler. 2019 Nov 26:1352458519886070.  
 
Mahallati S, Bezdek JC, Popovic MR, Valiante TA. Cluster tendency assessment in neuronal 
spike data. PLoS One. 2019 Nov 12;14(11):e0224547.  
 
McCradden MD, Cusimano MD. Voices of survivors: 'you will not destroy our light'. Br J Sports 
Med. 2019 Nov;53(22):1384.  
 
Mithani K, Mikhail M, Morgan BR, Wong S, Weil AG, Deschenes S, Wang S, Bernal B, Guillen 
MR, Ochi A, Otsubo H, Yau I, Lo W, Pang E, Holowka S, Snead OC, Donner E, Rutka JT, Go 



C, Widjaja E, Ibrahim GM. Connectomic Profiling Identifies Responders to Vagus Nerve 
Stimulation. Ann Neurol. 2019 Nov;86(5):743-753.  
 
Morton AR, Dogan-Artun N, Faber ZJ, MacLeod G, Bartels CF, Piazza MS, Allan KC, Mack 
SC, Wang X, Gimple RC, Wu Q, Rubin BP, Shetty S, Angers S, Dirks PB, Sallari RC, Lupien 
M, Rich JN, Scacheri PC. Functional Enhancers Shape Extrachromosomal Oncogene 
Amplifications. Cell. 2019 Nov 18.  
 
Remick M, Ibrahim GM, Mansouri A, Abel TJ. Patient phenotypes and clinical outcomes in 
invasive monitoring for epilepsy: An individual patient data meta-analysis. Epilepsy Behav. 
2019 Nov 23;102:106652.  
 
Salama Y, Albanyan S, Szybowska M, Bullivant G, Gallinger B, Giles RH, Asa S, Badduke C, 
Chiorean A, Druker H, Ezzat S, Hannah-Shmouni F, Hernandez KG, Inglese C, Jani P, Kaur Y, 
Krema H, Krimus L, Laperriere N, Lichner Z, Mete O, Sit M, Zadeh G, Jewett MAS, Malkin D, 
Stockley T, Wasserman JD, Xu W, Schachter NF, Kim  RH. Comprehensive characterization of 
a Canadian cohort of von Hippel-Lindau disease patients. Clin Genet. 2019 Nov;96(5):461-467.  
 
Samuel N, Hanak B, Ku J, Moghadammjou A, Mathieu F, Moharir M, Taylor MD. Postoperative 
isolated lower extremity supplementary motor area syndrome: case report and review of the 
literature. Childs Nerv Syst. 2019 Nov 9.  
 
Soliman H, Myrehaug S, Tseng CL, Ruschin M, Hashmi A, Mainprize T, Spears J,  Das S, Yang 
V, da Costa L, Maralani P, Heyn C, Atenafu EG, Sahgal A. Image-Guided, Linac-Based, 
Surgical Cavity-Hypofractionated Stereotactic Radiotherapy in 5 Daily Fractions for Brain 
Metastases. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 1;85(5):E860-E869.  
 
Takami H, Nassiri F, Moraes FY, Zadeh G, Bernstein M, Conrad T, Berlin A, Laperriere N, 
Millar BA, Shultz DB, Kongkham P. A Phase II Study of Neoadjuvant Stereotactic Radiosurgery 
for Large Brain Metastases: Clinical Trial Protocol. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 1. pii: nyz442.  
 
Tetreault L, Wilson JR, Kotter MRN, Côté P, Nouri A, Kopjar B, Arnold PM, Fehlings MG. Is 
Preoperative Duration of Symptoms a Significant Predictor of Functional Outcomes in Patients 
Undergoing Surgery for the Treatment of Degenerative Cervical Myelopathy? Neurosurgery. 
2019 Nov 1;85(5):642-647.  
 
Tetreault LA, Zhu MP, Howard RM, Sorefan-Mangou F, Patel AA, Schroeder GD, Massicotte 
EM, Bhadiwala JH, Fehlings MG, Wilson JR. The discrepancy between functional outcome and 
self-reported health status after surgery for degenerative cervical myelopathy. Spine J. 2019 
Nov;19(11):1809-1815.  



 
Tse K, Hammond D, Simpson D, Beynon RJ, Beamer E, Tymianski M, Salter MW, Sills GJ, 
Thippeswamy T. The impact of postsynaptic density 95 blocking peptide (Tat-NR2B9c) and an 
iNOS inhibitor (1400W) on proteomic profile of the hippocampus in C57BL/6J mouse model of 
kainate-induced epileptogenesis. J Neurosci Res. 2019 Nov;97(11):1378-1392.  
 
van der Zwan A, Vajkoczy P, Amin-Hanjani S, Charbel FT, Welch B, Tymianski M, Kivipelto 
L, van Thoor S, Chakraborty S, O'Donnell D, Langer DJ. Final Results of the Prospective 
Multicenter Excimer Laser-Assisted High-Flow Bypass Study on the  Treatment of Giant 
Anterior Circulation Aneurysms. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 21. pii: nyz489.  
 
Vidal PM, Ulndreaj A, Tetreault L, Hong J, Fehlings MG. The changes in systemic monocytes in 
humans undergoing surgical decompression for degenerative cervical myelopathy may influence 
clinical neurological recovery. J Neuroimmunol. 2019 Nov 15;336:577024.  
 
Warsi N, Thiong'o GM, Zuccato J, Ibrahim GM. Multiple hippocampal transections: Post-
operative Memory Outcomes and Seizure Control. Epilepsy Behav. 2019 Nov;100(Pt 
A):106496.  
 
Yan H, Boutet A, Mithani K, Germann J, Elias GJB, Yau I, Go C, Kalia SK, Lozano AM, 
Fasano A, Ibrahim GM. Aggressiveness after centromedian nucleus stimulation engages 
prefrontal thalamocortical circuitry. Brain Stimul. 2019 Nov  5.  
 
Yousefifard M, Nasseri Maleki S, Askarian-Amiri S, Vaccaro AR, Chapman JR, Fehlings MG, 
Hosseini M, Rahimi-Movaghar V. A combination of mesenchymal stem cells and scaffolds 
promotes motor functional recovery in spinal cord injury: a systematic review and meta-analysis. 
J Neurosurg Spine. 2019 Nov 1:1-16.  
 
Zeng KL, Myrehaug S, Soliman H, Tseng CL, Atenafu EG, Campbell M, Faruqi S, Lee YK, 
Ruschin M, da Costa L, Yang V, Spears J, Heyn C, Maralani PJ, Whyne C, Yee A, Sahgal A. 
Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy for Spinal Metastases at the Extreme Ends of the Spine: 
Imaging-Based Outcomes for Cervical and Sacral Metastases. Neurosurgery. 2019 Nov 
1;85(5):605-612.  
 
 
VISITING PROFESSORSHIPS 
 
Mojgan Hodaie was a Guest Speaker at the King’s College London Neurosurgery Society’s 
International Neurosurgery Conference. “Innovations in International Surgical Education - 
Learning, E-Learning and Micro-Learning.” November 9, 2019. London, UK. 
 



Mojgan Hodaie was a Course Instructor at the 2019 DBS International Academy.  “Hardware 
Troubleshooting”.  November 18- 22, 2019.  Toronto, ON. 
 
Suneil Kalia was a Course Instructor at the 2019 DBS International Academy.  1) “Targeting 
Procedures and Intra-operative Surgical Procedures (including wires tunnelling and frameless 
systems)”; 2) “Surgical Adverse Event (risk factors and management)”.  November 18- 22, 2019.  
Toronto, ON. 

Gelareh Zadeh was a Keynote Speaker of the Annual Schatz Lecture at McMaster University’s 
Neurosciences Research Day. “Application of Methylation Signatures to Predict Outcome of 
Meningiomas.” November 1, 2019. Hamilton, Ontario.  

Gelareh Zadeh, was an Invited Speaker at the Glasgow Neuro Conference at the Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow. “Application of Epigenetic Signatures to clinical care of 
Brain Tumor patients.” November 9, 2019. Glasgow, UK.  

Gelareh Zadeh was the Course Coordinator for the Endoscopic Skull Base Surgery Course, 
Mount Sinai Hospital. November 15-16, 2019. Toronto, Ontario.  

Gelareh Zadeh was an Invited Speaker at the Maitland Baldwin Memorial Lecture at the Queen’s 
University. “Application of Methylation Signatures to Predict Outcome of Meningiomas.” 
November 18, 2019. Kingston, Ontario. 

Gelareh Zadeh was a Guest Speaker at the 38th Annual William Ersil Resident Research Day, 
Queen’s University. “Challenges and Opportunities of a Surgeon-Scientist.” November 18, 2019. 
Kingston, Ontario.  

Gelareh Zadeh was Chair of the Sunrise Session at the 24th Annual Meeting of Society for 
Neuro-oncology (SNO). 1) “Clinical Trials in Meningiomas: Updates, ongoing and New 
Proposed Trials.” 2) She was also Moderator, “Concurrent Session 3A: Meningioma/Benign 
Tumors.” 3) She was Organizer and Chair of the Illumina Session, “Molecular Tumor Board.” 4) 
She was Chair of the Oxford University Press journal meeting for Neuro-oncology Advances. 5) 
“Chair and organizer of the International Consortium on Meningiomas.” November 23-4, 2019. 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Michael Fehlings was an Invited Speaker at the 18th Tator-Turnbull Spinal Cord Injury 
Symposium. “Regeneration of the Injured Spinal Cord. The Future is Now.” November 8, 2019. 
Toronto, Ontario. 

 
Michael Fehlings was an Invited Speaker at the AMCICO Annual Congress of the Mexican 
Association of Spine Surgery. 1) “Prevention Management of Perioperative Neurological 
Complications in High Risk Spinal Surgery,” 2) “Degenerative Cervical Myelopathy. What is 
New? What is Hot?” 3) “Advances in Spinal Cord Injury – A Translational Update.” November 
15-16, 2019. Cancun, Mexico.  
 



Michael Fehlings was a Guest Lecturer at the Cervical Spine Research Society Annual Meeting. 
“Neck Pain Improvement after Operative Intervention in Patients with Degenerative Cervical 
Myelopathy: Results from an International Multicenter Ambispective Study of 664 Patients.” 
November 22, 2019. New York, NY, USA 

Michael Fehlings was an Invited Speaker at the 14th German Spine Congress (DWG). 1) 
Keynote Speaker: “Biological Solutions in the Field of Spinal Cord Injury,” 2) “Machine 
learning, big data and artificial intelligence applications for cervical myelopathy or spine 
disease,” 3) “Digitization and Artificial Intelligence.” November 28-9, 2019. Munich, Germany.  
 
Andres Lozano was a Visiting Professor at the University of California Los Angeles, Grand 
Rounds.  1) "Correcting Circuit Dysfunction in the Human Brain with Functional Neurosurgery"; 
2) “The possible role of focused ultrasound in neurosurgery”.  November 6, 2019. Los Angeles,  
California.   
 
Andres Lozano was a Guest Faculty at the Boston Scientific Masters Debate.  “Advance II  
Alzheimer Trial Update” November 12-13, 2019.  Paris, France. 
 
Andres Lozano was Course Director and Speaker at the 2019 DBS International Academy.  1)  
Breakout session:  Video of Live Surgery”; 2) “New Indications and the Future of DBS”.  
November 18- 22, 2019.  Toronto, ON. 
 
James Rutka was an Invited Speaker at the Wang Annual Meeting. 1) “Laser interstitial ablation 
of pediatric epileptic and brain tumour lesions,” 2) “How to write a scientific manuscript.”  
November 7-10, 2019. Shanghai, China. 
 
Trainees: 
 
Jetan Badhiwala was an Invited Speaker at the Annual Meeting of the Cervical Spine Research 
Society. 1) “Early Versus Late Surgical Decompression For Acute Spinal Cord Injury: A Pooled 
Analysis Of 1,548 Patients,” 2) “Early Versus Late Surgical Decompression For Central Cord 
Syndrome: A Propensity Score-Matched Analysis.” November 21-23, 2019. New York, NY. 

 



IN THE MEDIA 
 
Dr. Vitor Pereira (Division-affiliated Neuroscientist, Toronto Western Hospital) was featured by 
the CBC News about the first robot-assisted brain surgery performed on a live patient. The piece 
can be accessed at: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/robotic-anyeurysm-surgery-toronto-
1.5348690 

 

 
 
 
PDFs OF THE MONTH 
 
Diestro JDB, Spears J, Marotta TR. Developmental Venous Anomaly Inside a Glioblastoma. 
JAMA Neurol. 2019 Nov 11.  
 
Halpern CH, Santini V, Lipsman N, Lozano AM, Schwartz ML, Shah BB, Elias WJ,  Cosgrove 
GR, Hayes MT, McDannold N, Aldrich C, Eisenberg HM, Gandhi D, Taira T, Gwinn R, Ro S, 
Witt J, Jung NY, Chang JW, Rosenberg J, Ghanouni P. Three-year follow-up of prospective trial 
of focused ultrasound thalamotomy for essential tremor. Neurology. 2019 Nov 20. 
 
Jessa S, Blanchet-Cohen A, Krug B, Vladoiu M, Coutelier M, Faury D, Poreau B, De Jay N, 
Hébert S, Monlong J, Farmer WT, Donovan LK, Hu Y, McConechy MK, Cavalli FMG, Mikael 
LG, Ellezam B, Richer M, Allaire A, Weil AG, Atkinson J, Farmer JP, Dudley RWR, Larouche 
V, Crevier L, Albrecht S, Filbin MG, Sartelet H, Lutz PE, Nagy C, Turecki G, Costantino S, 
Dirks PB, Murai KK, Bourque G, Ragoussis J, Garzia L, Taylor MD, Jabado N, Kleinman CL. 
Stalled developmental programs at the root of pediatric brain tumors. Nat Genet. 2019 Nov 25. 
 
Karadimas SK, Satkunendrarajah K, Laliberte AM, Ringuette D, Weisspapir I, Li L, Gosgnach 
S, Fehlings MG. Sensory cortical control of movement. Nat Neurosci. 2019 Nov 18.  
 



Mithani K, Mikhail M, Morgan BR, Wong S, Weil AG, Deschenes S, Wang S, Bernal B, Guillen 
MR, Ochi A, Otsubo H, Yau I, Lo W, Pang E, Holowka S, Snead OC, Donner E, Rutka JT, Go 
C, Widjaja E, Ibrahim GM. Connectomic Profiling Identifies Responders to Vagus Nerve 
Stimulation. Ann Neurol. 2019 Nov;86(5):743-753.  
 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
April 2020 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) 88th Annual Meeting. Boston, 
Massachusetts. Apr 25-29, 2020. https://www.aans.org/Annual-Scientific-Meeting/2020  
 
May 2020  
Society of Neurological Surgeons (SNS) 2020 Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. May 
30-Jun 2, 2020. https://www.societyns.org/meeting_info.html  
 
June 2020  
Canadian Neurological Sciences Federation (CNSF) 55th Annual Congress. Banff, Alberta. Jun 
7-10, 2020. http://congress.cnsfederation.org/ 
 
 
RESIDENTS’ CORNER 
 
The Department of Neurosurgery at Case Western Reserve University and University Hospitals 
in Cleveland, Ohio has a vacancy for a BE/BC spine-focused neurosurgeon. Contact Gabriel 
Smith, Clinical Director, at gabriel.smith@uhhospitals.org for more information and to apply.  
 
 

Brain School Schedule & Events - thebrainschool.net 

 Dec 2019 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Toronto Western Hospital, Main Auditorium, West Wing 2-401 

0900-1200 

Topic:  Focused Ultrasound 
 

 Ying Meng:  FUS general concepts 



 Ben Davidson:  Clinical indications 

 Nir Lipsman:  Case Presentations 

 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Toronto Western Hospital, West Wing 3-424 

0900-1200 
 

 Mojgan Hodaie:  Pain 

 Functional Block Exam 

 Resident Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING  
Monday, December 16, 2019, 7-8 a.m., TWH WW4-438 (library) 
 
NEUROSURGERY CABINET MEETING  
Monday, December 9, 2019, 6:30 p.m., venue T.B.A. 


